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The Importance Of Listening
God is on our side, He wants to speak to us, and He has better 
information than we have.  God also wants us to be better in our 
lives—and wants to help us be better in every way.

It is an honor to speak with God—but prayer is more than just 
merely talking to God—prayer is also listening to God.  Imagine 
God saying—“If we are supposed to be enjoying our relationship—
why are you doing all the talking?  Let me get a Word in 
somewhere!”

God Wants To Speak
We understand that God wants to speak—but how will God get it 
done?  

1.  God speaks through His Word.  As we read the Bible and meditate
on its truth, God helps to apply it to our lives.  

2. God speaks through His people.  God sends people to help us and 
sends us to help others—as His way of speaking to us.

3. God speaks through direct promptings of the Holy Spirit.  God 
uses His Spirit to lead, rebuke, affirm, comfort, and assure us all.  

In essence, no matter what some people say, God does speak to 
us—we just have to be willing to listen.

God Spoke To Old Testament Followers
Genesis 3:8:  8When the cool evening breezes were 
blowing, the man and his wife heard the LORD God 
walking about in the garden. So they hid from the LORD 
God among the trees. 9Then the LORD God called to the 
man, “Where are you?”

Genesis 12:1:  1The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your 
native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, 
and go to the land that I will show you. 



Exodus 3:4:  4When the LORD saw Moses coming to take a 
closer look, God called to him from the middle of the bush,
“Moses! Moses!”
“Here I am!” Moses replied.

These are just a few instances where God spoke with Old 
Testament followers.  And, just like us, they had the choice of 
either listening to or ignoring God.

God Spoke To The Early Church
Acts 9:3-6:  3As he was approaching Damascus on this 
mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone down around 
him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?”  5“Who 
are you, lord?” Saul asked.  And the voice replied, “I am 
Jesus, the one you are persecuting! 6Now get up and go 
into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

Just one instance of the many where God spoke to the early 
church.  And, contrary to what many people think, God still 
speaks to us as much as God always has.

John 14:16-18:  16And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, who will never leave you. 17He is 
the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot 
receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t 
recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with 
you now and later will be in you. 18No, I will not abandon 
you as orphans—I will come to you.

The essence of Christianity is a personal relationship between 
Almighty God and individual human beings, so it stands to reason 
that God still speaks to us today.  Relationships aren’t built on 
one-way speaking—they are built through dialogue.

Now, I know that this sounds odd—because God is a Spirit—so 
how can He talk?  God talks through us because of His 
Supernatural Essence—and we listen because we believe in God 



as Supernatural.

2 Corinthians 5:7:  7For we live by believing and not by 
seeing. 

The Spirit of God speaks to us—and we must listen—in fact it is 
absolutely essential that we listen.

Romans 8:9-10:  9But you are not controlled by your sinful 
nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you have the 
Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who 
do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not 
belong to him at all.) 10And Christ lives within you, so even
though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives 
you life because you have been made right with God. 

Galatians 5: 16-17:  16So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide 
your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful 
nature craves. 17The sinful nature wants to do evil, which 
is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the 
Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the 
sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly 
fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your 
good intentions. 

Once we turn our lives over to Jesus—we are no longer the same
—we cease to walk by sight—instead walking by faith—constantly 
led by the Holy Spirit.

Two Misguided Approaches
Some people suffer from antisupernaturalism—people so 
accustomed to walking by sight, making their own decisions—that
they become reluctant to allow the Holy Spirit to operate in their 
lives.  So, when they sense something that might come from the 
Holy Spirit, they resist it—because it is not logical—so they rebuke
it.

Others want to obey the Holy Spirit, but they are not sure how 
they would know when the Holy Spirit was speaking.  As a result, 



they continue to do what they want to do—because they are not 
sure how to listen to the Holy Spirit.

All of us have had these reactions before, but if we truly want to 
live in the Will of God, we must listen to God—especially through 
His Spirit.

The Spirit And Eternal Destiny
Our eternal destiny is determined by how we respond to 
promptings from God.  In other words, where we ultimately end 
up is determined by how much we listen to and follow God.

John 6:44:  44For no one can come to me unless the Father 
who sent me draws them to me, and at the last day I will 
raise them up.

When we hear Christ, listen to Christ, and follow Christ—we will 
never regret it—and the best part is that God never stops tugging 
at us.

The Spirit And Assurance
Our assurance as Christians depends in part on how we receive 
and respond to them.  Once again, where we spend eternity is 
greatly determined by how we receive and listen to God and His 
Spirit in our earthly lives.  

Romans 8:16:  16For His Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that 
we are God’s children.

The Holy Spirit whispers, tugs, and nudges us—urging us to follow
Jesus.  And the Spirit tells us to relax—God has given us the 
victory—we are going to heaven.  The Holy Spirit continuously 
communicates comfort to us—giving us confidence that we are 
part of God’s family.  

And, because of the Holy Spirit we are able to live unafraid of 
death and grave—because God has already prepared an eternal 
place for us.



The Spirit And Christian Growth
Our growth as Christians depends on receiving and responding to 
promptings.

John 16:13:  13When the Spirit of truth comes, He will 
guide you into all truth. He will not speak on His own but 
will tell you what He has heard. He will tell you about the 
future.

As believers, we are responsible to obey the entire Word of God, 
but it is often difficult to digest it all at once.  But, if we are 
sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s promptings—and follow them—then 
God will give us what we need to know as we need to know it.  
The Bible is huge—but God will break it down for us—and God 
always breaks down the parts we need exactly when we need 
them.

The Spirit And Guidance
Life plans are greatly affected by how we receive and respond to 
God’s promptings.  In other words, life is much easier when we 
just listen to God and do what He says!  

We all matter to God—and because He made us and wants what 
is best for us—it is essential that we listen to and follow God in 
what He tells us to do.  God wants to guide our lives—because He 
knows the paths for us—and if we follow those paths—we will lead
amazing lives!

Jeremiah 29:11:  11For I know the plans I have for you,” 
says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for 
disaster, to give you a future and a hope.  


