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The idea that God is too busy to listen to His children is rooted in a lie—and the 
truth of the matter is that God is anything but reluctant to hear from us.  So, when 
we pray, we need to do so with the understanding that listening to our prayers is 
high on God’s priority list. 
 
The Desperate Widow 
 
Luke 18:2-5: 2“There was a judge in a certain city,” He said, “who neither feared God 
nor cared about people. 3A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give 
me justice in this dispute with my enemy.’ 4The judge ignored her for a while, but 
finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t fear God or care about people, 5but this woman is 
driving me crazy. I’m going to see that she gets justice, because she is wearing me 
out with her constant requests!’” 
 
The widow in the text was in a difficult position.  She was a widow in a time when 
women generally had no education, job, money, property, status, or power.  Her 
survival was critically linked to whether or not she had a son—and if not it was 
highly likely she would become a beggar.  So in our text, this desperate woman had 
to deal with a local judge—this was her one shot for justice against her adversary. 
 
The Unjust Judge 
 
Jesus describes the judge as one who did not fear God—nor did he care about 
people.  So, needless to say, this judge was a difficult one to come before.  Because 
the judge did not fear God—he was accountable to no one—and because he did not 
care about people—he probably was not fair either.  He made his own justice and 
decided and decreed whatever he wanted to do.  He did not care about how his 
decisions affected others—and he would use them as he pleased.  This man was the 
widow’s last resort. 
 
In fact, this judge ignored the woman for a while—but finally listened to her after 
she persevered.  In fact, the judge reiterated that he did not fear God or care about 
people—but this woman was driving him crazy.  After her repeated attempts—he 
finally listened to her case—and made sure she received justice—all because she 
was wearing him out with her requests.   
 
The widow could have given up—but she knew that in spite of the judge’s 
disposition—he was her only hope—and she had to convince him to protect her.  
She had no money—so she used the only thing she had—she persisted and pestered 
him until he had to listen to her.  And, as it turned out—it worked in her favor.  The 



judge gave her justice not because he was a kind and caring person—but because he 
was just annoyed.  But—in this story—let’s make sure not to miss the meaning. 
 
Meaning Misunderstood 
 
This story is one that is often misunderstood—and actually many believers have 
been taught the opposite of the meaning Jesus intended.  Jesus told this story to the 
disciples that they would pray and not give up.  So, we view the story as we being 
the impoverished widow, God being the judge—not interested in our situation—but 
if we bother Him enough He will listen.  If we are desperate enough, we can annoy 
God enough that He will be forced to listen to us.  In fact, we ask our friends to bug 
God too—and hopefully we can bug God until He blesses us.  But, we all should 
know our God is not like this. 
 
We Are Not The Widow 
 
We are not like the widow—in fact—we are the opposite of the widow.  She has no 
relationship with the judge—but we on the other hand—have a wonderful 
relationship with our Judge.  So we should not try and tiptoe into God’s presence, 
trying to find the secret to getting His attention—instead we enter with the 
confidence knowing that God WANTS and LOVES to hear our prayers.  Like parents 
that love to hear the voices of their kids—God loves to hear our voices and nothing 
will stop us from getting to Him.  It is not an annoyance—God LOVES to hear our 
voices. 
 
God Is Righteous 
 
Luke 17:6-8: 6Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. 7Even he 
rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice to 
his chosen people who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 
8I tell you, he will grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, 
how many will he find on the earth who have faith?” 
 
The judge in Jesus’ story was crooked and unfair—which is the polar opposite of the 
God we serve.  God will never tell us He is too busy when we call—nor will God ever 
tell us that He doesn’t want to hear our voices.   
 
In fact if we approach God with the same verbal gymnastics as the widow 
approached the judge—God would quickly let us know that nothing is more 
important than listening to what we have to say—without all of the begging and 
pleading.   
 
God is interested in our prayers because God is righteous—and in His 
righteousness—God is interested in us—we are His priority.  Whatever matters to 
us matters to God—nothing in the universe is more important to God than what is 
going on in our lives at the exact moment we call out to Him.   



We don’t have to necessarily spend hours on our knees, or go without food to show 
that we mean business.  God is our Father—and He desires to hear our voices.  God 
is righteous and just—holy and tender—responsive and sympathetic.  He LOVES to 
hear our voice—and God is willing to act on our behalf! 
 
God Will Act—And God Is Generous 
 
God is not just listening to our prayers—God acts on our prayer requests.  And God 
does not just act on our prayer requests—God is GENEROUS! 
 
Matthew 7:9-11:    9“You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you 
give them a stone instead? 10Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of 
course not! 11So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask Him. 
 
Good fathers want to give good gifts to their children—and God—being the best 
Father—wants to give the best gifts to His children.  As we learn that we have been 
adopted as God’s sons and daughters—we understand more the joy in prayer. 
 

 Jesus taught us to call God Abba—or Father—or more lovingly Papa. 
 The Lord’s Prayer begins with Our Father. 
 Ephesians 1:5 tells us that in love God predestined us to be adopted as His 

sons and daughters through Christ Jesus. 
 Galatians 4:7 states that if we are a Christ-follower, then we are no longer 

slaves but children of God—and also heirs through God. 
 Romans 8:16-17, Paul writes The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that 

we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of 
God—and co-heirs with Christ—if indeed we share in His sufferings that we 
may also share in His glory. 

 
These are the promises made to us by God—our Father—who loves us—and is 
never too busy to listen to our prayers!  But, we must be willing not only to thank 
God for His blessings—but to also willingly receive His blessings.  In fact, the Bible 
teaches us that God is actually looking for opportunities to bless us.  If we just give 
God some cooperation—God will bless us tremendously!  And, never forget—God 
often uses people to bless us—never overlook the blessings that God gives you 
through people.   
 
Examples of God pouring out His blessings on us: 
Leviticus 26:3-6 
Deuteronomy 28:2-7:12 
Psalm 34:8 
 
Once and for all, let’s drop the idea that we have to beg and scheme a blessing from 
God—trying to trick God into giving us something that He wants to give us anyway.  



Our God is good—He is giving—He is blessing—He is encouraging—He is 
nurturing—He is empowering—and He is loving—He is the God who is willingly 
waiting—and LOVES to hear our call. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


