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John 15:15:  15I no longer call you slaves, because a master
doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, 
since I have told you everything the Father told me.

Prayer is more than just asking God for forgiveness—it is a way to 
maintain constant communion with God.

John 15:5-8:  5“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much
fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6Anyone who 
does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless 
branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a 
pile to be burned. 7But if you remain in me and my words 
remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it 
will be granted! 8When you produce much fruit, you are 
my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.

Many Christians claim to—and even know—a lot about God but 
rarely or never experience His presence in their lives.  However, 
one of the most exciting parts of the Christian experience is 
having a real relationship with God.

Practicing The Presence
Jesus wants to relate to us as Lord and forgiver of sins—but He 
also desires to be our friend.  Because of our friendship with the 
Lord—we are able to commune with Him at all times and in all 
places.  And our communion brings us peace, comfort, joy, power,
and assures us of our salvation.

God’s Presence In History
Throughout history, God has taken great pains to let His people 
know of His presence among them.  In both Old and New 
Testaments—in our personal experiences—throughout the length 
and breadth of time—God has always been present.



Exodus 13:21-22:  21The LORD went ahead of them. He 
guided them during the day with a pillar of cloud, and he 
provided light at night with a pillar of fire. This allowed 
them to travel by day or by night. 22And the LORD did not 
remove the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire from its place in 
front of the people.

God allowed the children of Israel to feel His presence day and 
night—and the Lord STILL has not removed His presence from His 
people.  Praise God that He still abides with us all both day and 
night.

God With Us
The New Testament begins with God dwelling among us in the 
presence of Jesus Christ.  

John 1:14:  14So the Word became human and made his 
home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of the 
Father’s one and only Son.

1 John 1:1-2:  1We proclaim to you the One who existed 
from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We 
saw Him with our own eyes and touched Him with our own
hands. He is the Word of life. 2This One who is life itself 
was revealed to us, and we have seen Him. And now we 
testify and proclaim to you that He is the One who is 
eternal life. He was with the Father, and then He was 
revealed to us.

God’s presence through Jesus was, is, and will always be powerful
—transforming ordinary and sinful people into apostles who 
“turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6).

Everyone—even the unbelievers—could not deny the 
transformative power of Jesus:



Acts 4:13:  13The members of the council were amazed 
when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they 
could see that they were ordinary men with no special 
training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as 
men who had been with Jesus.

Christ In You
Jesus’ ministry on earth lasted roughly three years—and only a 
small number of people were ever able to meet Him personally.  
Thus, the vast majority of people on earth have never come into 
direct contact with Jesus—but He left such a powerful message 
that dwells in us—we can’t help but tell the world about Him.  
And, God sent the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us—as we work to 
bring others to Christ.

John 14:16-17:  16And I will ask the Father, and He will
give you another Advocate, who will never leave 
you. 17He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth.
The world cannot receive Him, because it isn’t 
looking for Him and doesn’t recognize Him. But 
you know Him, because He lives with you now and 
later will be in you.

On the Day of Pentecost, God gave us the Holy Spirit—and we 
have always had a permanent sign of God’s presence among us.  
The moment we surrender to Christ Jesus—God cleanses us of our
sins and fills us with the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit gives us the 
comfort to know that we are never alone—assuring us of the very 
real presence of God—equipping us to go out and bring others to 
Christ.

A Faithful Friend
As we increase our awareness of God’s presence then we gain 
Divine Companionship.  It is wonderful to have human 
companionship—but there are times when this will fail us.  God—
and His Divine Companionship—will never fail us.  Throughout the
Bible we are reminded that God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit will 



stick closer to us than any family member, they will understand 
us in ways that no one else does, and never be too busy to attend
to any need or concern that we have.  This is a Divine 
Relationship—with a Divine Companion.  And, not only will God 
listen—God does talk back, instruct, and encourage.  God is 
faithful.

A Basis For Trust
In addition to our Divine Companionship, we also have 
Supernatural Confidence.  As we enjoy the companionship of God 
in our lives, we become more aware of the supernatural power of 
God—and we realize that nothing is too difficult for God to handle.
With God as our Companion, we can face any storm with 
confidence—because the One who created the winds and waves—
and can calm any storm—rests with us.

Love One Another
Another benefit of practicing God’s presence is an increased 
compassion for other human beings.  The more time we spend 
with Christ—the more we will act like Him.  All of the disciples—
especially Peter—became more and more like Jesus as they spent 
time with Him.  And, through spending time with Jesus we are 
able to develop more compassion—and exhibit the love for each 
other that God mandates.

Enjoy Him Forever
Prayer is the way to develop a personal, living relationship with 
Christ Jesus.  And, this personal and living relationship should 
cause us to change as well.  Once we enter into a relationship 
with Jesus—there ought to be some visible and tangible signs in 
us.  A life with God is a constant adventure—and it all begins with 
prayer.  Prayer allows us to feel His companionship, His capability,
His compassion—and to experience these things forever.  
Additionally—through experiencing these things with Jesus—there 
must be a tangible change in us as well—and the closer we get to 
Jesus—the better we will be.  


