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Private Promptings
When God tells us to do something—it doesn’t have to make 
sense—we just have to do it.  In fact, we cannot afford not to 
respond to the promptings of God through the Holy Spirit.  

When God tells us to do something—as long as it’s within the 
limits set by Scripture—we don’t have to understand it we just 
have to do it—and trust that God will work it all out.  We must 
take the promptings of God seriously, act upon them, and God will
always bless us as a result of them.  But the question remains—
What will we do with the promptings of God?

Is It Really From God?
We all hear promptings—we all believe in promptings—and we all 
wonder how we can be sure that the prompting is truly from God. 
This is a valid question because we must remember that the devil 
can prompt too.

1 Timothy 4:1:  1Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in 
the last times some will turn away from the true faith; 
they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come 
from demons.

And, sometimes these demons appear to channel the power of 
God.  

Revelation 16:14a:  14They are demonic spirits who work 
miracles.

Matthew 24:24:  24For false messiahs and false prophets 
will rise up and perform great signs and wonders so as to 
deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones.



And, evil spirits are not always easy to distinguish from God…2 
Corinthians 11:14:  14But I am not surprised! Even Satan 
disguises himself as an angel of light.

So it is important for us to know where the promptings of our 
mind come from.  Adam and Eve followed a prompting to increase
knowledge by eating fruit—and the result is the fall of humankind.
King David followed a prompting to befriend the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite—and the result was his scandal with Bathsheba—costing 
him his best general and a son.

We are prompted to do all kinds of things from all kinds of places
—so it is imperative that we make sure that the promptings come 
from God—especially through the Holy Spirit.

Heavenly Warfare
10A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty 
power. 11Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able 
to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12For we 
are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but 
against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, 
against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil 
spirits in the heavenly places.
13Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will 
be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after 
the battle you will still be standing firm. 14Stand your 
ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of
God’s righteousness. 15For shoes, put on the peace that 
comes from the Good News so that you will be fully 
prepared. 16In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of
faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. 17Put on 
salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit,
which is the Word of God.
18Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay
alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers 
everywhere.

The war is being waged on the spiritual battlefields of our mind—
God is trying to lead us to glory—and the devil is doing all he can 



to undo God’s work.  This war causes some confusing and ungodly
promptings to pop up from time to time in our mind.

And, there are two ways to respond to devilish promptings:  fight 
or flight.  

2 Timothy 2:22:  22Run from anything that stimulates 
youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, 
faithfulness, love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship of 
those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.

James 4:7:  7So humble yourselves before God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you.
1 John 4:1:  1Dear friends, do not believe everyone who 
claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if 
the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many 
false prophets in the world.

What criteria can we use to test our promptings?

1.  Consistent With Scripture
All promptings that come from God are consistent with His Word—
the Bible.  The best way to test a prompting is to check it against 
Scripture.  We are never prompted by God to do things that are 
not consistent with what God tells us to do in the Bible.  Dismiss 
these promptings immediately—as they are clearly not from God.

2.  Consistent With God’s Gifts
If a prompting is not contrary to Scripture, there is a second 
criteria—God’s promptings are usually consistent with the person 
God has made you to be. God would not design us for one 
purpose and then ask us to fulfill another.  God is purposeful—the 
Master of the universe.  God loves to push and stretch us along 
untried paths—but these paths will be consistent with the gifts 
God has given to us.  

If we have a prompting that is contrary to who God has made us 
to be—we must test if carefully to see if it is really of God.



3.  The Servanthood Dimension
God’s promptings usually involve servanthood.  Many fake 
promptings are easy to discern because they are self-promoting 
or self-serving.  

Acts 20:22-24:  22“And now I am bound by the Spirit to go 
to Jerusalem. I don’t know what awaits me, 23except that 
the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city that jail and 
suffering lie ahead. 24But my life is worth nothing to me 
unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the 
Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News 
about the wonderful grace of God.

Paul was not asked to do something contrary to his gifts—he was 
asked to preach—but he was asked to sacrifice safety and comfort
for the sake of the kingdom.  God’s promptings will not always 
involve pain and sacrifice but they will mean making difficult 
decisions that test the limits of our faith.  God led Jesus to a cross,
not a crown—and the cross ultimately proved to be the gateway 
to our salvation.  And, God asks us to carry that cross as well—as 
we follow Jesus.  

Cautions
 If a prompting requires you to make a major life-changing 

decision in a very short period of time, question it.
 If a prompting requires you to go deeply into debt or place 

someone else in a position of awkwardness, compromise or 
danger, question it.

 If a prompting requires you to jeopardize—not to mention, 
shatter—family relationships or important friendships, 
question it.

 If a prompting creates unrest in the spirits of mature 
Christian friends or counselors as you share it with them, 
question it.

Promptings from God can open limitless possibilities, but fake 
promptings can cause unbelievable pain, confusion, and 
hardship.  



Test And Obey
Don’t be so afraid of false promptings that you ignore real 
promptings.  Instead, test the promptings and then obey those 
that come from God.  And, our obedience to God will lead us to 
places of amazing blessings.  


